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The Lost Child of Chernobyl tells the fictional story of a young child lost in
the forest in April 1986 at the time of the Chernobyl disaster, and discovered
nine years later by two sisters, Anna and Klara.

It's also the story of these two women, who like many real older people, refused
to leave their homes in the ‘Forbidden Zone’ to be re-housed in a city.

As well as telling a fascinating story, the book offers many ways towards learning
about and discussion of social, environmental, geographical and historical topics.
Above all it deals in issues central to PSHE education. In these Notes we have

set out to cater for the full 7-11 age group, with varying levels of information

and challenge, and lots of different activities, including discussion, polls, art and
creative writing.
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Front Cover
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Four things are shown on the cover: trees, a fire, animals, and a child.

e Endpaper map

[[Iook and tell L What do you think this picture is telling us? N
o The Chernobyl disaster happened in the -~
country of Ukraine, near the border with ™~ =
There are a number of things a graphic novel cover has to do. Can you number another country, Belarus. =
them in order of importance, from 1 to 5: \ v Q
(@ Both these countries are in Europe. q
Give author’s name < Find them on a large-scale map of P
Europe.
Give the book’s title L~ /-\ A~

Show the style of illustration -
Title Spread

Give a hint of what the story is about
In ‘Background to the Story’ Helen Bate tells us about the event that starts off

the story.

- (Q How many years is it since the Cherno.byl ?Iis?ste.:r?
The Lost Child
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Make you want to open the book and see more

Helen shows the explosion both in colours
and in one word.

Words Can you think of other words that could be

900 900 .
used to show a tremendous noise?

Draw your version of a huge explosion.

& Graphic Novel by Helen Bate



Pages 8-9 Pages 10-11

Anna and Klara decide to stay on despite the danger of sickness
from radio-active fall-out. Write  a short news story about the car accident, and the child’s disappearance.

X

Anna and Klara are discovering evidence of radio-active fall-out in their yard.

© Findout Do you know what radio-active fall-out is? Make a list of the signs that
?9° %9 Klaraand Anna see.

Aller lhe explosian, people kn Ihe
nearby lowns and villages gol out
of their beds and wenl to walkch
he power stalian burning

% ISpy Anna and Klara have a pet bird. Do you what species it is?
(Clue: It is well-known for its cleverness).

" Anna... Anna... )" There are so -::f'-:i The poor, poor things!
Why is this many B But look!
happening? . dead birds... This one's still alive...

Yos. 0’
beautityl . but
scary loa!

bul I'm sure
lhdcrp will

safmaibang like tha
wiuld hagpen
one day.
Men are playing with
Ihings they don 1
undarstand



Anna and Klara refuse to leave their home and won't let the soldiers shoot
their animals. The real-life women who stayed behind were known as ‘the
Babushkas of Chernobyl’. The Russian word Babushka means both an old lady
or granny, and also the kind of headscarf that Anna wears.

Find out more about babushkas.
900 900

Why d think th Ldi dered to shoot th imals?
Yy do you In e soldiers were oraerea to snoo e animals ¢/
\/)

Pages 12-13

g Anna facing the soldiers.
People living in the countryside round Chernobyl are being evacuated.

Words What does evacuation mean?
900 900
' What sort of happenings might lead to evacuation? % I-Spy  The black and yellow sign is a danger signal. O

Do you know what it warns against?
Can you think of other danger signals?

Write a letter from one of the children, saying what it was like to have to leave their

)

pets behind, or how they feel about having to leave their home for ever.

Map and measure

M
The globe image on page 13 shows the extent
of westwards contamination. Create a map of
the same area. Measure how far the radiation
spread (as far as North Wales). Make a note
of ways in which it spreads: wind, water,
rainfall; but also from people removing
objects, plants, produce etc.




Pages 16-17

% I-Spy What kind of animal is looking at the abandoned machines?

Find out what other animals might live in the forest.
900 900

Some of the abandoned dogs miss their owners. But their puppies
have never seen people. Do you think their puppies would be friendly
to people?

% I-Spy The aerial view of Klara and

¢ Anna’s house also shows how they pass
the day. What sort of activities can you see?
How can you tell that they are
the only people left
in the village.

Pages 18-19

Strange things are happening ...

Look at the pictures and explain in your own words to the others what'’s
going on.

m "The day they took Father away”. Klara and Anna have lived through very
bad times. In the 20th century Ukraine was devastated by war and

famine. They are brave and self-reliant but have many bad memories.
See also pages 15 and 40.

% I-Spy How many things ‘disappear’ on this and the next spread?

But cne surmmer,
abaut nine years Later,
sirange things

started happening._..

This ald : . Do you
w:;.;m ’ - . remember how
rug galhers mach | ered whien

" x S| # s Father shot 117
=0 much - " LSl Thien ha said il was

im or the wallF

L We should
[ lmawe it 1o ar in
| the sunshine for

cried atafl L.
JAamnce the l.‘.l'fl_
they toak |
Fathar

.--"rG_R.h i ({h;'l N

T
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| should be
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efe... his should
Bl 1S really

Dan| worry
Tl tind oull
whal's going on




Pages 20-21

f’% I-Spy Have you noticed how Anna begins to cough and keeps on coughing?

What might be causing her cough?

This old
wolf-skin
rug gathers
s0 much

Do you
remember how

much | cried when L

o Father shot it?
#® Then he said it was
him or the waolf!

|~ We should
* / leave it to air in

| the sunshine for |

a while.

they took
Father

help. It's really
very strange.
Anna...

~| everstop!

think I'd

I still
miss him

- ."h'- |
. \ | should be
Qf more careful.
. =

Don't worry...
I'll find out
what's going on.

Pages 22-23, 24-25

Anna and Klara'’s visitor is a “wild child” - one brought up by animals,
not people.

Poll Take a classroom poll: :
‘Do you think a young child could grow up among wolves?

Imagine what it would be like to be such a child. Would it think of itself as a sort
of wolf? Remember this is a story. In good stories, authors use their
imagination to interest and excite you, and make you think. The idea of a
“wild child” does exactly that.

Write Suppose you needed to survive in the forest! What sort of skills would you

need to learn? Make a list of survival instructions.

I-Spy What sort of things do Anna and Klara have to teach the child?

Why does the child take the dog’s collar off after the bath?
The story doesn’t tell you if the lost child is a boy or a girl.
The author has chosen not to say.

Imagine Can you think of a reason why she doesn’t say?

Discussion Does it matter whether the child is a girl or a boy?




Pages 28-29

—¢_The child

Mattial CAN speak!
I-Spy The child says only three words | /Oh. Annal

to Anna and Klara. Keep a look-out for
the other two.

. r Tha pq'.;:him was sabhing -1 B TR (1, lu-tumn days grew shorter bl despite
, 3 again lasi night. Anna, Sl ! 2 :

[Klazs's teaching. the child naver spak

=
ta the police in Stavutych.  / H
~
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Klara says the child belongs in the forest. Anna says they must take it
to the city. Which would you agree with, and why?

Anna and Klara are sisters and they are kind and loving. But they are

: - = two different people. Test your people skills by noting the ways in which
[S0an the child and] | = :
. O ;

linseparable.,

e

oot woon ) Ptk " they are different, in two columns headed ANNA and KLARA.
¥ (_[ 4 | y Wess (For example, which might be ‘More Sympathetic’ and which ‘More Practical.

—— e T
For b first winter i years, i ) el ‘W” i?ﬁ :
the child's huager, eold - - % On longwinter | o et mas - o "
: ¥ evenings. KIar | ey me wied
r read slorias l"..\ .
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Anna, wha'd never had
much tlime for Tairy

S lid on mnd il looks L
iy ve been in sgain,
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here . where lhve 5 neilfar |
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N, You st laaee " Asd

bt thoughis of o1 -8 " PR e R - o early spring, the child
thie wedves never SRR : et B B e 10 took Kiara's hand and
laded away q 5 1A Tenaed gy ¢ Fra il TR Y led her away fram Lhe

| little eatiage. b




Pages 32-33 Pages 34-35, 36-37

No electricity or gas, no shops, no deliveries — Anna and Klara must provide
everything for themselves. That's called ‘being self-sufficient’.

The child now lives with the babushkas and is saying ‘Goodbye’ to the wolves
and the forest.

Write down what sort of things they need to keep in their winter storehouse.

\‘ why the child takes Klara with her and not Anna.

. Discuss | Are there ways in which we can be more self-sufficient?

Write a short poem or sentence that expresses what the child is feeling.

Make a list of the
different countries
our food comes from.

Make a list of what we could eat
and drink if all of it was grown and
produced in this country alone.
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% I-Spy What does the child find on the ground?
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Pages 38-39

@ Why does Klara give the child a baby tree?

——

) Can you suggest any reasons why this might be?

Hext day The sun

rose in a clear shy.

| bz
G | have
¥ ]

o
¥ | know

[ Look alter that |
Baby bord . gad i
J = plani this tree

| your e hoen.

"ll ) n
'I W Fwerind you [ '
e R
}

45
" Goedtye. eisler -ﬁl i
[t e tack i day oo o |
sedealworry )
e —

|

T by . - 1y
i = ‘r';f1h¢1prnq Reads
]

“I seem worsa this H
usual

W we Bal BormE NG, 'WE I BVE S0
r tor laber 0 be getling dark soon, bl
there's & ceilage nal lar sway

Somesna's tiving here. [
W ahould maghe go.

I-Spy The man in the cottage - what does he do for a living?
Is he a friendly type? Do you think he cares for the forest
and its animals?

| Anna notices that the Spring floods are worse than usual. O O O

Y Therk wew ehaild
slewg HIRE?

Cough cough im0

whill i morming! We'd P
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o 18 Guile 3 may i go 8
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hiding from soldiers who had
ence Bllad (heir warld wilh terror

Pages 40-41

They sleep in the shelter of a fallen tree.

Words Do you know a single word for a bad dream?
900 900

Discuss | What is Anna remembering in her dream? Do you think she had a happy
childhood (see also page 18-19)?

g Anna and Klara and their brother when they were your age.




Pages 42-43

Names 1 Pripyatisa “ghost town”. Why do you think it is called that?

900 900

% I-Spy What signs can you see that no-one lives there any more?

Names 2 Mischa can be a boy's or a girl's name.
900 900

| Who is Tizzli? What are Mischa’s feelings about being home?

Rl tels hope the
kay fils,

/ Lok . thay made
POSIErS Sying you
B were kst and your |
namie. Hs

Y b E _ = e e
Just what | E . 4 g Ia the power
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Anna and Mischa have to go through a barbed-wire fence.
Which side is the fence really made to keep people on?
Mischa has never seen a train.

Describe || a train to someone who has never seen one.

v

Find out if people still work at Chernobyl.

900 900

NAA NN A



Pages 46-47

Imagine Another child talks to Mischa, not knowing Mischa doesn’t speak.
How would you describe Mischa'’s expression?

I-Spy Why might the lost child’s father be carrying two candles?

Find out about the memorial in Slavutych which remembers the people who died

in the explosion and in helping to put out the fire and stop further radiation.

Their lellaw Iraveller bived in & modern
Naf that seermed so ditferent from Anna's

coitage in the loresl The littls group gaihered

T wilh thé peaple of the town
| Fd bave 1. go back. e bell verything afl the memiorial lo those
Thioy diin sy il would be lorover

i = who died

e = 1]

| was telling my grandchild
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lowl. Do o remesmisee if7
~ T el

Y Yes the falher
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Are Thay your dogs?
| Iove doga... whal
are their names?

Look... thal's the
tather of the child
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ik atwayl comes and
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Thank yeu for all your help
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some informalion be may wanl
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ETET ) /E-\.".-":w seuld &
small child sureve

wrilh weelwis? |
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Hiwr's It pegaible?
There's so much
Let’s gohome

Pages 48-49

on this spread.

o son this
day

lost you. . she
coulds' sleep

She spent days
searching the
B forest. bul they
‘_: i made i lsave
B They say radialicn,
killed b

il b
heart
was alroady
Broken

B Il will be easier if the child still
BaE th frisndehip of ankmals

"
- i 1l e whatewer EE
s 1 -y !

It's hard to betiea
aryae coul
s survive for s long [
0 in ihe wildemess ,r_d

ard 111 Iy I mako up
Ter pvarything my haby's
missed _ all those years

Explain | Using just the faces and not the speech bubbles, tell what is happening

% I-Spy Look at the different expressions on the faces. They show what each

person is feeling.

Descri

Find a single word to describe each face (e.g. tired, happy, sad ...]



Pages 50-51
It's an old

factory site and we

recycle the building

materials as much
as possible.

Mischa’s father lives in a city, Slavutych. People were moved there
from Pripyat.

Does Mischa like city life? e LK ] P I _ N G ™ the land's

f g | left alone

= g ek the forest
returns.

Make
alist @ of ways Mischa's father tries to help Mischa settle in a high-rise flat.

@
o Pages 52-53

why they don’t really work. They move out into the country, to a safe area.

Days lurned inlo weeks, and weeks turned inlo manihs . Make
Gty alist @ of ways their new home is different from Anna’s village on page 17.
lime for us 1o leave:
9
)
= | ’ P Lot goand find

B | &% ®

_ i We'll have to gl ™) Q

a batter cage for | @

Won'l Klara be
surprisad?

What does their guide mean when he says “if the land’s left alone the
~ forest returns.” What would happen if your local park was locked up

and people could not go in?

tirmad have | lold you...7
fou musin't sit there
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Some projects from the whole book

A Review?

The Lost Child is a graphic novel, in which the pictures tell the story along with text
bubbles. Write a review of the book to tell others what you think about it. You might
include:

Illustration style - what did you like or dislike about it.

Information - did you get good information about the Chernobyl disaster and
how people reacted to it? Did anything puzzle or surprise you? Is there anything
you'd like to learn more about?

Connections and Patterns - does the story remind you of anything? Have you
read any other stories about children growing up alone in the forest ... or jungle?

(1)

Your Own Graphic Novel?

A spread of two pages, just picture frames, no text, about being lost in the ’
wilderness and being befriended by an animal. Think about possibilities:

Setting: Dark Forest, Hot Desert, Other?

Character: How old? Any change in appearance?

Feeling: Their face can show them scared/sad/happy/tired/worried.

The animal: Is it a real one or an imaginary one? Is it bigger or smaller than your
human? Can you change how it looks, from scary to kind? (Look at images of real
animals, to help).

Time: How long is the action — one day, or ninety years? How would you show that
time is passing? Day to night? Summer to winter?

Colour: Think how you will use colour in your drawing. It can help change the mood.
If you want it to be scary just use black and white, or strong, darker colours. If you

want it to be cheerful, use brighter colours.
o2,

Or try some of these

NEWS Write a news report or a blog entry about the
Chernobyl disaster. Create a fact-file about its continuing
effects.

POEM Find a picture in the book that really attracted you,
and make a poem from it.

LETTER Suppose you went to Ukraine and met Mischa
in the new village. Write back to a friend, describing the
meeting.

ENERGY SOURCES Fossil fuels (coal and oil), nuclear
reactors, wind farms, water power and the Sun are our
main sources of energy. Scientists are exploring other
sources, like hydrogen gas. Make a diagram showing
these, with little pictures ([domes, factory chimneys/
windmills/waterwheels etc) and list underneath the good
and not-so-good features of each.




Other useful resources

Voices from Chernobyl, by Svetlana Alexievich, Dalkey Archive Press, 1997,
has many eyewitness accounts from those involved.

A documentary film, The Babushkas of Chernobyl, was made by Holly Morris
in 2015. Extracts from it can be seen on Youtube.

There are many websites featuring Chernobyl today, Chernobyl tourism
and the remarkable safety shield over the destroyed reactor, including
www.youtube.com/watch?v=dh1bv9fAxiY

On the continuing effects
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2016/581972/
eprsBRI(2016)581972EN.pdf

% On children living with wild animals
Savage Girls and Wild Boys: A History of Feral Children by Michael
Newton. Faber, 2002

https://www.history.com/news/6-famous-wild-children-from-history

https://www.britannica.com/topic/feral-children

% On Rewilding

www.truenaturefoundation.org

www.rewildingbritain.org.uk/explore-rewilding

% on Nuclear Energy
There are numerous websites which look at the pros and cons of

nuclear energy. Here are just two examples:
www.timeforchange.org

www.environmental-conscience.com



